80. TENDERNESS TOWARDS OTHERS

On another occasion,1 again in the course of a
discussion on Bapu's Autobiography, I said: "Bapuji,
you have really been very miserly in your Autobiography \
You have left out many good things, and as it is hardly
likely that you will take up your Autobiography from the
point where you dropped it, how would it be if you
just wrote down all the things which you have left out?
It would make quite a large companion volume to the
Autobiography" Bapu said: "Why should I write every-
thing? You write all that you know about me, if you
care to."

I said: "Sometimes it seems as though you deli-
berately left out certain things. You have revelled in
writing about things that went against you, but have
been very reticent in writing about other people. For
instance, you have mentioned in your Autobiography
the case of a friend, who was staying with you in South
Africa, and brought a lady of easy virtue to your house
in your absence. But you have not said in this connection
that he was the same Mussulman who had persuaded
you into eating meat in your school days, and for whose
sake you had turned thief in your own house, on one
occasion."

Bapu said: "You are quite right. I left that out
deliberately. I was out to write my own story, and
this thing was irrelevant. Besides, that man is still alive,

1 sometime after  1927.
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